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Congratulations on your decision to get married!  Your wedding ceremony is a special time for you, your family and friends.  A wedding provides a wonderful beginning for your new life together.  Grace Community Church is committed to helping you have a wonderful wedding but also a great marriage.  We will provide for you assistance, planning, preparation and mentoring for your marriage.   

“The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone.

I will make a helper suitable for him.’

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother

and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”

--Genesis 2:18 & 24 (NIV)

“He who finds a wife (or husband) finds what is good

and receives favor from the Lord.” 

–Proverbs 18:22 (NIV)

PLANNING A WEDDING AT GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH

We view marriage as a joyful and blessed event that is pleasing to God.  While every situation is unique, we believe that the following will help build a solid marriage.
Each of you has made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior. 
Experience has shown us that it is best that an engaged couple know each other for at least one year prior to their wedding date. 

Practice sexual purity in your relationship.  If you live together and/or are sexually active, you will be asked to separate and maintain a celibate lifestyle until after your wedding. 

If either of you have been divorced, every possible attempt has been made for reconciliation before remarriage is considered.  Occasionally one of the Pastors may also recommend a marriage counselor to be sure appropriate healing has occurred.

Complete our Pre-Marriage Mentoring Program ($75 per couple for materials and Prepare Inventory, no charge for participation in program).
Every couple's situation is unique. If any of the above guidelines are a concern, please contact Nancy Shippy at nancyshippy@gccaz.org or ext 237..
THE   WEDDING   PROCESS

We want to make your wedding experience as enjoyable and memorable as possible.  Please complete the following steps in the wedding process. 

1. Your can either leave the completed Wedding Application and all applicable fees at the Connection Center, Attn: Nancy Shippy, or mail the application and fees to:

Grace Community Church


Attn: Nancy Shippy

1200 E Southern Ave


Tempe AZ  85282
2. Your wedding application will be reviewed by a Grace pastor who may request to meet with you.

3. Once approved, your wedding and wedding rehearsal dates will be placed on the church calendar and you will receive a confirmation letter. 

4. Pastors from Grace Community Church, or those approved by GCC, will perform the ceremony.  Based on your preferences and availability, a pastor will be assigned to officiate at your ceremony. 

5. The Wedding Coordinator of Grace Community Church will meet with you to help you plan your wedding and determine her level of involvement. 

6. To help you prepare for a lifetime together, it is required that the couple complete Grace Community Church’s Pre-Marital Mentoring.
7. We offer three wedding facilities for your selection at Grace Community Church.  Lamb Chapel seats up to 180, Davidson Center seats up to 500 people, and the Worship Center seats up to 1500.
The process runs smoother and is less stressful when a Wedding Application is completed three to four months prior to the wedding date.  
Priority will be given to members and couples who are actively involved in the ministry of Grace and who have been regularly attending Grace Community Church at least four months prior to their wedding.   We do appreciate the opportunity to serve others from within our community.

WEDDING PERSONNEL
THE WEDDING COORDINATOR

The Wedding Coordinator’s role is to assist you in the planning of your wedding at Grace Community Church.  She can explain the facilities and furnishings available, costs involved and assist you in finalizing your wedding plans.  The Wedding Coordinator conducts all wedding rehearsals and is involved with all weddings held at Grace.

THE OFFICIATING PASTOR
You may contact the pastor of your choice at Grace Community Church to request him to officiate at your marriage ceremony.  In the event he cannot perform your wedding, or you do not have a personal preference, someone will be assigned.  

The officiant at your wedding will provide you with the guidance and counsel necessary and will perform your wedding with dignity, joy and reverence. A sample order of service is on the back page of this wedding manual. 

If you would like a guest pastor to participate in your ceremony, please indicate that on your application and provide their contact information. A pastor from Grace will need to approve any guest pastors.
ACCOMPANIST/SOLOISTS & INSTRUMENTALISTS

A church accompanist is available for your wedding at Grace Community Church.  If you desire a friend or family member to accompany soloist(s), please discuss this option with the Wedding Coordinator.  

Rehearsals are arranged with the soloist/instrumentalist and accompanist at their convenience. 

SOUND TECHNICIAN
Grace provides a professional Sound Technician at all weddings. Lamb Chapel, Davidson Center and Worship Center allow you the option of using CD’s to accompany soloists. 

A CD of your wedding ceremony is included in the price of your wedding. You will receive this with your signed marriage license before departing for your reception.  
FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS
The Wedding Coordinator can assist you with decisions regarding decorations for your wedding and reception.  Please provide your florist’s contact information.  The church has wedding furnishings available for your use, including brass candelabrum, a kneeling bench, two brass candle lighters, and two unity candle holders.  You may feel free to rent other furnishings of your choice.  The Wedding Coordinator can suggest resources.
Decorations and rental items need to be removed within 2 hours following the ceremony.  You may use floral tape, pipe cleaners or florist plastic clips to attach the bows to the pews.  Candles for the candelabrum are purchased through the church and are covered in the cost of the wedding.  However, you will need to purchase the three candles for the unity candelabrum.  These include:   one 3-inch diameter candle, 9 to 11 inches tall, and two 12-inch dinner taper candles.  Unity candles should be brought to the rehearsal.
THE GUEST BOOK

We provide podiums for your guest book(s).  Please provide the Wedding Coordinator with the attendant’s name. We suggest that you have two guest books, which helps eliminate long lines that occur when there is only one book.  Some wedding books can be separated and placed in two locations, eliminating the need to purchase two guest books.

THE WEDDING GIFTS
If you are having a large wedding with an on-campus reception, it is important to have a minimum of two attendants caring for the gifts.  These individuals are responsible for transporting the gifts to a secured location.  

WEDDING REHEARSAL
The Wedding Coordinator will review all the details of your ceremony and conduct the rehearsal, which is the dress rehearsal for your wedding.  Lamb Chapel rehearsals are about 1 hour and Worship Center rehearsals are 1-1/2 hours in length.  We do not have a sound tech present at the rehearsals so musicians are generally not a part of the rehearsals.
THE MARRIAGE LICENSE
The application for a marriage license in the state of Arizona is made with the Maricopa County Clerk of the Superior Court.  Some of the locations are:

Location/Address

City

Phone

Days
Hours
SE Court Complex   

Mesa  

602-506-3360
M-F
8am-5pm

222 E Javelina Ave

Chandler City Hall

Chandler
480-782-2176
M-Th
8am-4pm

55 N Arizona Place  Ste 203  

Phx Customer Serv Ctr  
Phoenix 
602-506-3360 
M-F 
8am-5pm

601 W Jackson

(No Tempe location at this time)
Web Site Address is:  www.clerkofcourt.maricopa.gov  and click on “Marriage Licenses” link.

In addition to the customary marriage license, Arizona now provides an alternative marriage license known as a “Covenant Marriage” license.  This license represents a stronger commitment made to future problem solving in the marriage. It is your choice as to which one you use.
BE SURE YOU BRING THE MARRIAGE LICENSE WITH YOU ON YOUR  WEDDING DAY AND GIVE IT TO THE WEDDING COORDINATOR!!!

WEDDING RECEPTION
Grace Community Church offers several rooms for you to consider for your wedding reception.  Davidson Center and Dorsey Center can accommodate up to 400 people, and Room A2 can accommodate from 80-100 people. 

During your reception, your caterers will keep the punch bowls, coffee urns and food trays filled, as well as oversee the cake-cutting ceremony, the toast and/or prayer, the bouquet toss, serving of the cake, and cleanup of the reception room.


Your responsibilities for the wedding reception are to purchase the necessary reception supplies (wedding cake and cake top, personalized items, guest book(s) and pen(s), napkins, paper products, tablecloths for the guest tables, candles and all decorations) and provide the needed workers (usually five to eight people) for the reception and cleanup.
If you would like to have CD’s, cassette tapes or microphones (for master of ceremonies, soloist(s), instrumentalist(s), etc.), a Sound Technician is required at your reception.  There is an additional fee of $100.00 for the Sound Technician’s services.  A Wedding Reception Coordinator (someone from Grace) who will ensure room reservations, access to the room, table set-up, etc. is also required.  The cost for the Reception Coordinator is $300.00.
FEES AND DEPOSITS

WEDDING AND RECEPTION FEES

Fees are charged to help defray utility costs, equipment servicing to maintain the beauty of Lamb Chapel and the Worship Center, and to cover the cost of those persons assisting you on your special wedding day.  These include the wedding coordinator, pastor, accompanist, the sound technician, facilities and custodial services.  There are additional fees for the soloist(s) and/or instrumentalist(s).  Each wedding is unique—the Wedding Coordinator will review the fees specific to your ceremony and reception.  

We require a $100.00 deposit payable with the application.  It is applied to the total wedding fee and is refundable if your wedding is cancelled.
You will receive a final confirmation letter from Grace Community Church with an explanation of your total wedding costs three weeks prior to your wedding. To help ease the burden of your last minute details, we require the final payment for your wedding to be made two (2) weeks prior to your wedding date. 

Make the check payable to Grace Community Church and mail to:
Grace Community Church

Attn: Nancy Shippy
1200 E Southern Ave

Tempe AZ  85282
Please note on the check the Bride’s name and indicate that it is for a wedding.  We want to make sure your wedding account is properly credited. 

GENERAL POLICIES
1. No ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES of any kind are permitted on the church premises, whether at the wedding or the reception.
2. SMOKING is not permitted inside any church building.

3. ALL RENTAL ITEMS (flowers, clothes, gifts, etc.) other than church property needs to be removed before leaving for your reception – either on-campus or off-campus reception.  Grace Community Church assumes NO LIABILITY for any items brought to the Church for the wedding.  These are the sole responsibility of the wedding party. 

4. Due to safety and clean-up issues, NO RICE, CONFETTI, or BIRD SEED, may be thrown at any time on the Church premises.
SUGGESTED WEDDING CEREMONY

Sample Order of Service

PRELUDE MUSIC
As Guests Arrive

SEATING OF GUESTS

SEATING OF GRANDPARENTS

SEATING OF MOTHERS OR PARENTS


SONG #1: _________________________

ATTENDANT’S PROCESSIONAL
Couples, Flower Girl, Ring Bearer

BRIDAL PROCESSIONAL
Bride Enters

PRESENTATION OF THE BRIDE

FAITH PROMISES

GIVEAWAY


SONG #2: __________________________

PASTOR’S COMMENTS

EXCHANGE OF VOWS

EXCHANGE OF RINGS

DEDICATION PRAYER

PRONOUNCEMENT OF HUSBAND AND WIFE

KISS

LIGHTING OF THE UNITY CANDLE


SONG #3: __________________________

WEDDING PRAYER

INTRODUCTION OF MR. AND MRS. ____________________________

RECESSIONAL

POSTLUDE

Receiving Line?  
Yes____  No____    

Bride/Groom Releasing Guests?      Yes____  No____
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